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• WELCOME •

 
Welcome to Giddings!

 
Congratulations to all amateur handlers who have qualified for the 2023 Master Amateur 

Invitational.  Your dedication and hard work have paid off, and hopefully you and your dogs will 

return home with a qualifying score, ribbon and crystal plate.  

 
I want to thank Roger and Kaye Fuller for allowing us to hold the event on their property.  Roger 

and Kaye have been long time supporters of the MARC and the retrieving game.  We also want 

to thank all the landowners who opened their property for pre invitational training.  Without their 

generosity, we could not enjoy the sport we all love.

I want to thank David Christianson for all of his hard work in organizing this event and ensuring 

that it could take place.  It is thanks to him that we some excellent properties have been made 

available to us. 

 
I also want to express my thanks to all of you for supporting our organization which is dedicated 

solely for the amateur.  Our volunteer board of directors, hunt test committee, membership and 

corporate liaisons have worked hard to make this an enjoyable event for you and your dogs.

 
Good luck to all of you!

 
Fred Nusbickel

 
President
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• Schedule of Events •
2023 Master Amateur Invitational

EVENT:	 DATE:	 LOCATION:                     

First Training Property Draw	 Sunday, April 16, 5:00 pm	 Super 8 Motel, Giddings                        
for Monday April 17                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Second Training Property Draw	 Monday, April 17, 5:00 pm	 Super 8 Motel, Giddings                                                                                                  
for Tuesday & Wednesday April 18/19		

Third Training Property Draw          Wednesday, April 19, 5:00 pm	 Super 8 Motel, Giddings

for Thursday & Friday

Merchandise Store Opens	 Saturday, April 22, 10:00 am          The Silo, Giddings	

		

Handler Check-in & Registration	 Saturday, April 22,  11:00 am	 The Silo, Giddings     

                                                                                                                                                

Mandatory Handlers’ Meeting	 Saturday, April 22, 3:00 pm            The Silo, Giddings

MARC Annual Meeting                        Saturday, April22, 4:00 pm            The Silo, Giddings

Opening Party	 Saturday, April 22, 5:30 pm                 The Silo, Giddings	

Bitch Check                                             Sunday April 23, 7:00 am                Entrance to the Property

                                                                                                                                    KC Beefmaster Bluff Creek Ranch

Test Dogs	 Sunday, April 23, 7:45 am	 KC Beefmaster Bluff Creek Ranch   
		

“Dog to the Line!”	 Sunday, April 23, 8:00 am              KC Beefmaster Bluff Creek Ranch 
		

Workers’ Party 	 Tuesday, April 25, 6:30 pm	 The Silo, Giddings

Awards/Closing Ceremony 	 TBD	 Homestead Ranch, Giddings

— Note: Schedule Subject to Change —

1146 Private Road 5018

1031 County Road 223
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• WELCOME •

Howdy Y’all, Welcome to Texas where everything is bigger.

Proof that everything is bigger, go to a gas station called Buc-ee’s in Bastrop, TX. This place is a site 
to see, you may spend a lot a money while visiting but the gas is cheap. Lots a souvenirs, and the 
cleanest bathrooms anywhere.  Only 20 minutes from the hunt test grounds. 

The board of directors worked very hard year-round planning the invitationals so please tell them 
thank you and when they ask for help, please step up and help make these events happen. We cannot 
do this without the help from our members.  

Congratulations to all the dog/handler teams who have qualified for the 2023 Master Amateur 
Invitational. By meeting the qualifications, you have already demonstrated that you and dogs are a 
talented team. Remember, pass or fail, you are taking home the best dog. 

I also want to thank Roger and Kaye Fuller for generously volunteering their beautiful land so that 
we can play with our dogs. Roger and Kaye’s place was home to the 2009 Master National and the 
2020 National Open. This place is also home to Waterloo Amateur Retriever Club who hold two or 
three events on the properties and multiple training days. The Waterloo Club also helps Roger and 
Kaye with controlling the mesquite trees, so I want to thank the club for their efforts. 

Thank you to all the landowners who have graciously volunteer their land for pre-national training. 

The Master Amateur Retriever Club is a proud member of the Master National Retriever Club. 
MARC also supports the work of the Canine Health Foundation and encourages everyone to donate 
at checkout on entry express. 

Good Luck, Stay Safe and have a great time. 

Your truly, 

David Christianson
Hunt Test Chairman
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• Thank You to Our Sponsors •

Thank You Sponsors!

The Master Amateur Invitational requires an army of volunteers and hundreds of work hours, most of it be-
hind the scenes.  Supporting them is a team of sponsor companies that help make our event successful and 
memorable.  Because of their generosity, our handlers enjoy brand-new equipment, receive premium nutri-
tion products and wear caps and bibs created especially for our event.  Many of the items in our auctions 
and drawings are provided by our sponsors. 

Avery Sporting Dog and Purina signed on as MARC’s largest sponsors long before our first Invitational. As 
we head into our seventh event, we’re very fortunate to continue benefiting from their partnership.  Among 
their contributions, Purina provides direct financial support and bags of ProPlan, while Avery Sporting Dog 
donates field equipment along with hundreds of items for our handlers and judges.  

Other returning sponsors include Dogtra, Garmin, Kent Cartridge and Zinger-Winger—all providing top-of-
the-line equipment.  Gerbino and Associates created our distinctive MARC and Invitational logos and graph-
ics.  And throughout the week, UpClose Photo will photograph all of our dogs so we have lasting memories 
after the Invitational. 

The teams at Retriever News and EntryExpress support our operations and communications; including track-
ing and registration for the Invitational.  This summer, Retriever News will publish special coverage of our 
event.

During the week, please say hello and thank our sponsor representatives that have joined us.  When you go 
home, make it a point to support their companies by buying their products and services—and remind your 
fellow handlers to do the same. 

I have the privilege of working with our sponsors and I can’t thank them enough for their contributions to 
our Club and the Invitational.  We couldn’t’t do it without them!

Cordially,

Betsy Pohl
Corporate Sponsor Liaison
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• Thank You to Our Donors •
We Thank the Following for Their Generous Donations

Alamo Retriever Club  
Avery Sporting Dog
Best Retrivers
Black Creek Retriever Club
Larry Blasbalg and Carolyn Kurth
Gina & Pierce Blitch
Bryan-College Station Retriever Club
Buck Gardner
Jeff and Pam Bundy
Central Coast Hunting Retriever Club
Cripple Creek Retrievers
Dave & Vicki Christenson
Dianne & Randy Clark
Colorado Women's Retriever Club
Steve Davis & Lee Hanes
Dawgonit Retrievers
Del Bay Retriever Club-Lyn Yelton
Dog Star
Dogtra 
Duck Dog Retrievers
East Tennessee RC
Evergreen Golden Retriever Club
Ducks Unlimited
Eastern Idaho Retriever Club
Rob Ehlers & Betsy Pohl
Frankie’s Group 
Garmin 
John Gerbino & Associates 
City of Giddings, Texas
Gun Dog Supply
Gunners Up 
Hunting Retriever Club 
Hunt Secretary

Inland Valley Retriever Club
Ray Kaufman
Kent Cartridge 
Lee Industries, Inc
Lion Country Supply 
Lone Star Retrievers
Lucky Lab Pins – Brenda Neil
Madison Retriever Club
Marin Retriever Club
Master National Retriever Club
Bob Montler
Northern Idaho Retriever Club
NW Camo
Fred and Gloria Nusbickel
Port Arthur Retriever Club  
Potomac Valley GRC
Charles and Judy Pugh
Purina 
Rainier Hunting Retriever Club
Redwood Empire Retriever Club
Retriever News/Entry Express 
Sagehens Retriever Club
Saltgrass Retrievers
Tallahassee Retriever Club
Texas Duck Dogs
The Retriever Coach
Treasure State Retriever Club 
Treasure Valley Retriever Club       
Tulsa Retriever Club
Up Close Photo 
Wiregrass Retriever Club
Yadkin River RC
Zinger Winger
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MARC Officers and Board of Directors

PRESIDENT
	 Fred Nusbickel

EAST REGION
	 Mark Frederick, Vice President
	 John Dawber, Director

CENTRAL REGION
	 Beth Gerdes, Vice President
	 Wilson “Boogie” LeJune, Director

W. CENTRAL REGION
	 Dave Christianson, Vice President
	 Jeff Bundy, Director

`WEST REGION
	 Rhonda Reed, Vice President
	 Julie Cairns, Director

SECRETARY
        Nancy Bauer   
TREASURER
	 Carolyn Kurth

CORPORATE SPONSOR LIAISON 
	 Betsy Pohl

COMMUNICATIONS DIRECTOR
	 Nancy Bauer

• Hunting Test Committee •

Hunting Test Committee

CHAIR
DAVID CHRISTIANSON

CO-CHAIR
RHONDA REED

PRESIDENT
FRED NUSBICKEL

TEST SECRETARY
BETH GERDES

TREASURER
CAROLINE KURTH

HUNT TEST COMMITTEE
NANCY BAUER
BETH GERDES 
MARK FREDERICK
CAROLYN KURTH
RHONDA REED

STAKE CAPTAINS
WILSON “BOOGIE” LEJUNE-FLIGHT A
JEFF BUNDY-FLIGHT B

GUN CAPTAIN
RANDY MORTON-FLIGHT A
LARRY BLASBALG-FLIGHT B

BIRD STEWARD
MARK WATSON-REDMARK KENNELS

EQUIPMENT
    JOHN DAWBER-FLIGHT A
    BOB MONTLER -FLIGHT B

GROUNDS
  ROGER AND KAYE FULLER

EMERGENCY
/SAFETY COORDINATOR

DEDE PATTERSON

HOSPITALITY
JULIE CAIRNS
RACHELLE ANSELMI

VETERINARIAN
ERIC CLEMMONS

OFFICIAL REPORTER
   MIKE HEARD

OFFICIAL PHOTOGRAPHER
    MARK ATWATER
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We are grateful to our generous landowners
who provided their property 

for the Sixth Annual Invitational.

Landowners

We are grateful to our generous landowners
whho providdedd thheir property 

for the Sixth Annual Invitational.

WWWee aarree ggrraatteefffuulll ttoo oouurr ggeenneerroouuss lllaanndddoowwnneerrss

Thank you to our 
Landowners Donors! 

 
 

      
 
 
 

    
   

 
 
 
 

CLINT AVANT
RODY & KRISTEN BEST

LAMAR JONES
BREYY & TERESA KRAUSE 

ROGER & KAYE FULLER
JACK & MARTA MORRIS
BOB & NANCY NEIPERT

CINDY SKINNER
MARK STRICKLAND

MARY TATUM 
MARK & DEBBIE WATSON
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• John O. Blackbird Memorial Award •
The retriever world lost a leader, a 

friend, a mentor and a staunch advocate 
with the unexpected passing of John 
Blackbird on September 9, 2017.

The purpose of the John O. Blackbird 
Memorial Award is two-fold. First, it is to 
honor, celebrate and perpetuate the life 
lived, the accomplishments, the lasting 
influence and legacy of John Blackbird.

Secondly, it is to honor a recipient 
who has demonstrated through their 
own work and efforts that they, too, have 
made significant contributions to the 
retriever hunting test program through 
training and handling retrievers as an 
amateur. Also, working and judging local 
hunting tests, being a leader in local, and 
perhaps regional or national clubs, and 
mentoring and supporting others in the 
retriever games.

The award will be presented at the MAI 
and may reflect the work a person does 
to work within or for the MARC and MAI 
or the effort to bring a dog to a national 
event. But, this award isn’t just about a 
single event. This memorial/award is to 
recognize those folks that are cut from 
similar cloth as John Blackbird. An indi-
vidual who not only shows up to an event 
and makes an impact, but also makes an 
impact on the retriever world throughout 
the years wherever they go. A person 
who is dedicated to the local clubs at the 
grassroots level, a “worker bee” when 
needed or a chair or secretary, someone 
who is a mentor to others, a person who 
trains and handles their own dogs to the 
highest level. 

The work the individual does at the 
local level is perhaps even more import-
ant than what happens on the national 
stage. No person gets to a national event 
without going through a number of local 
weekend tests. What people do in their 
own backyard is paramount to their fu-
ture success regardless of what stage or 
venue it may be. 

CRITERIA
Please consider these criteria when 

making a nomination for this award. All 
of these criteria need to be met for an in-
dividual to be considered for nomination.

• An amateur handler.
• �Does not need to be a member of the 

MARC.
• �Active in the retriever hunting test 

program as an amateur handler.
• �Active in their local club(s) as a ded-

icated and reliable worker at events, 
serve in positions such as club offi-
cer, board member, event committee 
chairperson, secretary or committee 
member.

• �Active as a retriever hunting test 
judge.

• �Through one’s individual efforts have 
made numerous and long lasting 
impacts for the betterment of the re-
triever sports/clubs/events.

• �Consider other qualities, characteris-
tics and personality, deemed appro-
priate.

HOW TO NOMINATE
Any person(s), regardless of MARC 

membership, can nominate an individual 
for this award. Multiple parties may nom-
inate an individual and/or a club or group 

of clubs may submit a nomination.
Complete the Nomination Form lo-

cated on the MARC website at www.
masteramateur.com, the MARC Face-
book page or contact any member of 
the Master Amateur Board of Directors. 
There are two ways in which to submit 
the Nomination Form; 
1) �print, complete and mail the form to 

the contact outlined at the bottom of 
the Nomination Form OR 

2) �complete the digital Nomination Form 
found on the website. 
The Nomination Form shall include the 

name of the nominee, the nominee’s ad-
dress, phone number and email, and list 
the nominee’s home club(s). Also include 
a narrative of the accomplishments, 
leadership positions and other evidence, 
which supports the work, character and 
lasting impact the nominee has had on 
the retriever community.

The person(s) and/or club or group 
making the nomination must include 
their own personal contact information 
so the selection committee may reach 
out to them for further questions or de-
tails, if needed. 

— Nominations are due  
no later than January 1st — 

Nominations will be submitted to the 
Chairman of the John O. Blackbird Me-
morial Award Committee as appointed 
by the MARC Board of Directors.

After all nominations have been re-
ceived, the MARC Board of Directors, 
and/or special committee, will review the 
nominations and supporting evidence 
and may also make separate inquires 
vetting the nominees to determine the 
recipient of the award.

JOHN O. BLACKBIRD AWARD
The recipient will be announced at the 

Handler’s Meeting/Opening Ceremonies 
of each MAI. There will be a “perpetual” 
plaque to be displayed at each MAI that 
will outline recipients name and year 
awarded. An individual award will also 
be presented to the recipient. The award 
recipient need not be present to receive 
the award.

John O. Blackbird
May 19, 1947 – September 9, 2017 



• Test Dogs •
2023 Master Amateur Invitational

Dave’s Tank Commander MH  (Tank)
Labrador male  April 03, 2018

Handler: Dave Brannon

Red Dirst’s Penny For A Nickle MH  (Penny)
Labrador female  May 22, 2020

Handler: Will Patterson

Weebe Sawtooth Sic’emmore RN MH 34 HTHF MAH WCX  (Sawyer)
Golden male  Jan 1, 2014

Handler: Sean Rice

Wild Games' Grizzly's Road Trip to Glory SH  (Blue)
Labrador male  Oct. 05, 2018

Handler: Paul Eishen
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GERBINO & ASSOCIATES, INC. / HUNT TEST GUNNING / ADVERTISING / GRAPHIC DESIGN 
Our portfolio represents clients in 23 countries / jgerbino@gerbinoandassociates.com

All the best to our friends at

the MASTER NATIONAL R.C. and MASTER AMATEUR R.C.

We greatly appreciate the opportunities given us to participate in 

the branding and design of special projects for both clubs.

MASTER AMATEUR RETRIEVER CLUB

MASTER NATIONAL RETRIEVER CLUB

FORMER CLIENTS
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• Charter Members •
Wm. “Auggie” Argabright
Ellison Armfield & Carol Morse
Klay Armstrong
James & Nancy Bauer
Jack & Sue Belicka
Christopher & Karen Beste
Duwayne Bickle
John & Karen Blackbird
Larry Blasbalg
Bill & Brenda Blochowiak
Chris & Traci Bodine
Dave & Elaine Boothman
Paul Brady
Chris Braswell
James Brockmoller
Kathryn Brouillette
Betsy Broyd
Jeff & Pam Bundy
Kevin & Pam Bunnell
Michael Bunting
Gary E. & Donna Lu Campbell
Joseph & Susan Carpenter
Thad & Elizabeth Carroll
David & Vicki Christianson
Jack Combs & Mia DiBenedetto
John & Carol Cottenham
Randall & Kathleen Crocker
Cathrine Darr
Richard & Beverly Davis 
Steve Davis
John & Karen Dawber
Theodore & Lezlee de Looze
David & Debbie Didier
Brook & Carolyn Douglas
Marta Duhon
Joe & Vicki Dury
Bob & Andrea Dutton
Joey & Alexander Edsall
Genie Edwards
Robert Ehlers & Betsy Pohl
Steve & Terri Elliot
Wally & Angie Elliot
Samuel & Jeannie Ferguson

Allyn & Laura Foster
Roy Fray
Betsy & Greg Fritz
Eric & Brennen Fryer
Steve & Myra Fuguet
John & Randall Gerbino
Elaine Goodner
Richard & Derinda Graves
Robby & Linda Griffin
H. Thomas & Carol Haas
Temple & Brice Hager
Susan Handelman
Lee Hanes
Joseph Harper
Robert Hembree
Joel & Jean Ihnen
Gillian Impey
William Johnson
Bob & Marie Johnston
Ellen & Day Jordan
Gaylord & Weston Jowett
Laura Judd
Gary Kavan & Heidi Henningson
Dick & Karen Kennedy
Sandy Kenny & Shannon Kenny Cook
Dave & Martty Kress
Ralph & Sharron Lamely
Tom Lehr & Megan Baker
Missy Lemoi
Cynthia Little
Richard & Niki Long Jr.
Jeff & Carol Lowe
John Maas
Beckey Malphus
Jack & Glenda Manucy
Keith & Wendy Maready
Paul & Analee McGinnis
Tom & Tricia Mckenzie
Thomas & Patricia McMorrow
David McPherson
Robert Montler
Bruce & Alexis Moore
Jim Morris

Michael Moss
David & Kelli Murphy
Ron & Christine Nagy
Steve & Maria Nelson
Fred & Gloria Nusbickel
Richard & Kathy Ofstedal
Julie Oven
Robert Owens
Robert & Annette Pacheco
Jim Palmus
John & Michele Pena Jr.
Michael & Patricia Polish
James & Annemarie Poole
Frank & Nancy Prendergast
Charles & Judy Pugh
Robert & Mollie Rascoe
Russell Reavis
Katherine Regan
Bob & Ida Richards
Augdon Roberts
Faith Rothermel
Barry P & Jule A Sales
Gordon & Marlene Schlichting II 
Michael & Diane Siegler
Mary Smith
Charles & Barbara Stephens
John & Mary Stracka
Edward & Jane Sullivan
Darrin & Sheila Swenson
Robert & Macy Swift
Jace & Denise Tramontin
Charlie & Gloria Whitehurst
Dennis & Norma Wilcox
Laurice & Becky Williams
Becky Williams
James & Juliann Windham
James & Gerda Witt
Ed & Lynn Wojciechowski
David & Hilda Wood
Marion & Tracy Woolie
Robert & Ginny Worrest
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• Associate Charter Members •
Avery Sporting Dog
Jack Morris

Nestle Purina PetCare (Dean Reinke)
Ken O’Brien & Jill Volsch 

Retriever News / Entry Express
Lyle & Stephanie Steinman

American Chesapeake Club
Blackhawk Retriever Club, Inc.
Bryan-College Station Retriever Club
Carolinas Retriever Association
Central Minnesota Retriever Club
Colonial Retriever Field Trial Club Bridges
Del Bay Retriever Club
Duluth Retriever Club
East Tennessee Retriever Club
Eastern Idaho Retriever Club
Fairbanks Retriever Club 
Fall Line Retriever Club of Georgia
Flat-Coated Retriever Society of America, Inc.
Golden Retriever Club of America
Keystone Retriever Club of Pennsylvania
Lake Charles Hunting Retriever Club, Inc.
Lake Country Retriever Club
Lumber River Retriever Club
Marin Retriever Club
Mississippi Headwaters Retriever Club
Missouri Valley Hunt Club

Nebraska Dog and Hunt Club
Pinelands Retriever Club, Inc.
Port Arthur Retriever Club
Presque Isle Retriever Club
Professional Retriever Trainers Association
Rainier Hunting Retriever Club
Shoreline Retriever Club
Sierra Nevada Retriever Club, Inc.
Sooner Retriever Club
Southwest Missouri Retriever Club
Tallahassee Hunting Retriever Club, Inc.
Tejas Hunting Retriever Club
Treasure Coast Retriever Club
Treasure State of Montana
Treasure Valley Hunting Retriever Club
Wasatch Hunting Retriever Club
Waterloo Amateur Retriever Club
Weber River Retriever Club
Yadkin River Waterfowl and Retriever Club 
Yankee Golden Retriever Club
Yankee Waterfowlers Hunting Retriever Club

• Club Charter Members •

• Lifetime Members •

• Lifetime Club Members •

Marc & Teresa Burke 
David Carrington
Peter Colley
Thom & Sue Collins
Brock DeBaere
Allen Dillard
Fred Drennan
Steve Edens
Richard Ellis
Katherine Emge
Shawna Engen
Clinton Everett
Lisa Foster
Kimberly & Mark Frederick
Ted Gentry
Kathy Guerra

Bruce Hall
David Hamel
Henry Harper
Larry & Kim Hill
Benjamin & Waylon Huels
Douglas Hunter
Paula Johnson
Brant Keller
Bill & Judy Landau
John Landreth
Barbara Lindtner
Matt Litzelman
Troy Lowery
Ann Lynn
Beckey Malphus
David Markham

Rob & Ellen Mcneill
Megan & John Meadows
Gary Metzger
Pamela Murphy
Kevin Nunn
Rhonda Reed
Sean Rice
Patricia Rose
Dorothy Ruehman
Mike Schulman
David Snowden
Rod Stevenson
Tyler & Elizabeth Stratman
Sallie Sullivan
Kelsi Toth
Brian & Jennifer Tucker
Nolan Wadland

Black Warrior Retriever Club     
Labrador Retriever Club 
North Dakota Retriever Club           
Wiregrass Hunting Retriever Club of Georgia

• Lifetime Associate Members •
Brad Beaulieu
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’

The Montler Family 

Best of Luck to all the dogs that qualified and are 
competing in the Master Amateur Retrievers Club’s 

2023 Master Amateur Invitational!
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BUILD A BETTER DOG

© 2023 Garmin Ltd. or its subsidiaries. 

RUGGED HANDHELDS FOR TRAINING IN THE FIELD

SPORT PRO®   PRO® 550®   DELTA® SE

Requires compatible dog collar (sold separately).
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• 2023 Flight A Judges •

Mike Collson
My name is Mike Collson and it is an honor to have been selected to judge this year’s 
Master Amateur.  I live with my wife Dee, and two black Labradors: MH Cricket and a 
17-month-old up and comer, Wren.  We live in the small community of Ridgefield, WA 
located in Southwest Washington along the Columbia River.

I began the retriever game in 1996 when I purchased a puppy with the intent of 
creating a retriever that could pick up waterfowl better than I could wading into 
the Columbia River.  Well, we did that and a lot more along the way. I had the help 
of a professional  trainer with force fetching that first dog. He suggested that maybe 
she had the skills and definitely the desire to compete in AKC Hunt Tests. I had no 
idea what that meant or what all that would entail. Here we are 27 years later and we’re still playing the retriever game.  
We’ve made lifelong friendships, traveled countless miles and had more fun than I could have ever envisioned.

I have had the privilege of being the president of the Oregon Hunting Retriever club for the past 21 years. It is a 
collection of the best people I know; they are selfless and dedicated in growing our sport and spend countless hours 
putting on four hunt tests per year on Sauvie Island outside of Portland OR. I have also served on the Master National 
Retriever board and am the current Past President. I am anxious to get to Giddings, see old friends and meet new ones. 
Be sure to enjoy this journey your four-legged companion is taking you on, meet new people, try new things, and take 
in the sights along the way.  It will enrich your experience and create lifelong memories. I look forward to seeing you 
all in Texas.

Guns Up!
Mike

Fred Collins
I am honored and would like to thank the MARC board for asking me to judge the 
2023 MAI in Giddings, TX.

I am from south Florida and reside in Jupiter, FL with my girlfriend Stacey and our 
three Labs; Tito, Jake, and Sky.  I started judging in 2006 and over the years I have 
been running and judging both hunt tests and field trials.  I have also judged the 
Master National in 2016 and 2018.

I wish all the participants safe travels and most of all may your birds land belly up and 
the wind always be on your side.  Remember this is a team sport and most of all, have 
fun!

Fred Collins
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• 2023 Flight B Judges •
Richard Gravely

I’m extremely humbled to be asked to judge the event and really looking forward to 
seeing everyone in Texas.  
 
How many people do we meet at different hunt tests that start with a conversation with 
“I just wanted a dog that would go out and pick up my ducks?” I, for one, said that exact 
same thing in 2006 when I got my first lab. Little did I know what a dog was truly capable 
of doing until I attended a hunt test in 2009. I still vividly remember the look on my wife’s 
face while watching a Master series and telling her I wanted a dog that could do that. A 
couple of years later, we had a two MH dogs laying in the living room with us.
 
I decided to start judging in 2012 and stayed judging Junior and Senior until 2018. 

ADuring that time, I served as club president, secretary, chairman, and every other assignment needed, including 
gofer for multiple tests in Alabama and Mississippi. The lasting friendships and relationships that have been made 
while hanging out in the gallery, manning the flyer station, and judging mean a lot to me. Several people I consider to 
be my best friends have come from watching dogs run, throwing birds for each other, and traveling together.
 
I wish everyone the best of luck this year’s event and look forward to shaking your hands at the closing ceremonies.

Richard

Patty Polish
    Let me begin by saying I am deeply honored to have been selected to judge the
Master Amateur Invitational. I wish to thank the Master Amateur Retriever Club and 
my peers for this opportunity. I would also like to thank my husband, Michael, for 
his support of my dog activities.
    I was born and raised in Reno, Nevada. I have always loved the outdoors. At the 
age of five I was given my first puppy, a Labrador retriever, who I named Midnight.
    In high school I was introduced to chukar hunting and I was enthralled by my 
friends’ black Lab. Upon graduating college and securing a job I bought a Lab and a 
book, “GunDog”, by Richard Wolters. I was on my way to creating new adventures – 
chukar hunting, dove hunting, pheasant hunting, and duck hunting.
    The next year a National Championship was held in Genoa, Nevada. It is here 
where I saw a bunch of people in white coats with their dogs. And wow, it was 
amazing what these dogs were capable of doing. My boyfriend and I went to take a 
closer look and we met folks from the Sierra Nevada Retriever Club. This led to running monthly picnic trials, and a few 
Derby and Qualifying stakes.  Then the Hunt Test program began, and since then I have had four Master Hunters.  One 
made it to the Master National in Carnation, Washington.
     I am a 44-year member of and currently serve as the President of the Sierra Nevada Retriever Club. I am a past Pacific 
Representative on the AKC Retriever Hunting Test Advisory Committee. I currently serve as the Region IV Vice Presi-
dent for the Master National Retriever Club. I think it is important to give back to the sport, either by volunteering to 
work or to judge as it takes a small army to put on a weekend event or a large army to put on a national event.
     I wish success to all handlers, and I hope you all have a great time in Giddings, Texas.

Patty Polish
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• MARC MembershipMARC Membership •
Master Amateur Retriever Club – Who We Are

The Master Amateur Retriever Club (MARC) was established in 2016 as a national retriever club dedicated 
to the amateur handler. MARC believes that amateurs are the purpose and backbone of the AKC Hunting Test 
for Retrievers program and will support and encourage their involvement in the sport. As stated in the Club’s 
by-laws our mission is to:

•	� Promote and protect the breeding, field training, hunting traditions and best interests of all retriever breeds 
and those breeds qualified to enter American Kennel Club (“AKC”) Hunt Tests for Retrievers.

•	 Promote the interests of amateur owners and trainers of hunting retrievers. 
•	� Conduct each year a Master Amateur Invitational Hunting Retriever Test, licensed by and conducted under 

the AKC Regulations and Guidelines for Hunting Retriever Tests. 
•	� Diligently protect the American hunting tradition while practicing conservation of our game resources 

with� the use of trained hunting retrievers.

Membership
Voting membership is available to amateur individuals and clubs engaged in AKC Retriever Hunting Tests. 

Associate – non-voting – membership is available to anyone interested in supporting the Club’s mission 
statement. Beginning with the qualifying year for 2018 and going forward, handlers must be active members 
in MARC. Full membership information and subscription forms can be found on our website: 

www.masteramateur.com/membershipoptions20.html

See you next year in WashingtonSee you next year in Washington
2024 Master Amateur Invitational  •  June 8-16 20242024 Master Amateur Invitational  •  June 8-16 2024

Join us in the beautiful Pacific Northwest for a great event!Join us in the beautiful Pacific Northwest for a great event!
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TheRetrieverNews.com n    EntryExpress.net  n 262-278-4201 n    info@theretrievernews.com

Retriever News Social Media:
facebook.com/RetrieverNews    n    youtube.com/RetrieverNews

Retriever News is a Proud Sponsor of the  

Congratulations to All of the Qualifiers ...
We Wish You All the Best of Luck!

Check it Out!

Secure Member Access is FREE and Easy ... retrievernews.wildapricot.org

Free membership gives 
you access to control 

your contact details, view 
the Callbacks directory 

online and more.

Callbacks offers instant  
access to 1000’s of  

members of the Retriever 
Community on your phone, 

tablet or computer!

More features will be 
rolled out and added 
to make your digital 
Callbacks experience 

more useful than ever!

www.theRetrieverNews.com

2023 Master Amateur Invitational
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CONGRATULATES
the 2023 MAI Qualifiers. We wish you the

BBeesstt  ooff  LLuucckk!!
Proud supporter of the Master Amateur Retriever Club

JOIN US:
2023  Master National Event
October 26 – November 5, 2023

Thomasville and Boston, Georgia
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Hospitals

La Grange
St Mark’s Medical Center 
1 Saint Marks Pl #110
La Grange, TX 78945
979-242-2200

Bastrop
Ascension Seton Bastrop 
630 State Hwy 71 W
Bastrop, TX 78602
737-881-7400

Urgent Care Facilities 

Giddings
Davam Urgent Care 
2454 E Austin St, 
Giddings, TX 78942
979 542-2273

Bastrop
First Aid Urgent Care 
1670 Hwy 71 E, suite D, 
Bastrop, TX 78602
512 896-9060

Fast Med Urgent Care 
717 State Hwy 71 #500,
Bastrop, TX 78602
512 332-2273

La Grange 
First Aid Urgent Care 
2001 State Hwy 71 Suite D
La Grange, Tx 78945
979 206-2288 

Veterinarian Services

Giddings
Eric Clemmons
Mobile Vet
979-820-5481

LaGrange
Welsh Veterinary Clinic
806 E Lafayette St
LaGrange, Tx 78945
979-968-6588

Bastrop 
Bastrop Veterinarian Hospital
2900 Hey 95 North
Bastrop, Tx 78602
512-321-5386

Emergency Services

Lee County Sheriff
2122 FM448
Giddings, Tx 78942
Emergency call: 911
979-542-2800

Lee County EMS
1212 N Orange
Giddings, Tx 78942
979-542-2777

• Emergency Information •
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GOOD  
LUCK!

Visit YadkinRiverRetriever.com

Interested in becoming a Yadkin 
River Retriever Club member?

We look forward to 
seeing you at our hunt 
test September 22-24 
in Mebane, NC
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THE OFFICIAL HOLDING BLIND IN THE FIELD OF THE 2023 MASTER AMATEUR INVITATIONAL

Made in the USA  |  413-886-2223  |  DogStarCK.com
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Good luck to everyone!
www.marinretrieverclub.com

aClub Charter Member and Host of 2020-21 Master Amateur
aSponsor of 2006 and 2014 Master National tests

The Marin Retriever Club wants to The Marin Retriever Club wants to 
congratulate its 2023 MAI Qualifiers congratulate its 2023 MAI Qualifiers 

and wish them the Best of Luck! and wish them the Best of Luck! 

 photo by Zach Heath/SweetAZproductions

Awrey's Guns a Blazin MH owned by Chris Hemple
Blue Ford's Tricked-Out Hot Black Java MH
 owned by Rhonda Reed 
Code 3 Road Dog MH
 owned by Paul and AJ McGinnis 
Deep Run Black Diamond MH
 owned by Sharon Scharff-Ventura 
Fern Hill Pandas Sunday Best MH
 owned by Bruce Hayes 
Fern Hill Pandas Sunday Player MH
 owned by Bruce Hayes 
Hui Nalu's Regal Irish Coffee MH
 owned by Ded Chun 
Hui Nalu's Royal Flush With a Joker MH
 owned by Deb Chun 
Late Night Trick or Treater MH,
 owned by Rhonda Reed 
Old Man's High Flyin' Goose MH
 owned by Dennis Danielson 
Pacific Expresso Hui Nalu's Cuthbert MH
 owned by Mike OBannon 
Wagzu's Sunsuite Standing Ovation MH
 owned by Debbie Tandoc



• Training Site Rules & Regulations •
A Guide to the Use of 2023 MAI Training Properties

The following “Guidelines” list important considerations for the use of the pre-Invitational 
Training Grounds, thanks to the generosity of the owners, are available for our use. These 
are in no way meant to cover every possible consideration. When in doubt, use common 
sense and courtesy. Remember, we are invited guests on these properties. The Training 
Property sites are open from 8 am to 5 pm.

1.	� The properties listed in the Training Guide are all private grounds. We are their guests 
and should act accordingly.

2.	� The use of these grounds shall be coordinated through the Hunt Test Committee and the 
random draws for property use.

3.	� No one may contact owners for individual or group use or access these properties

       except through the Hunt Test Committee. 

4.	� The regulations listed for each property are in addition to these general guidelines. 

5.	 Unless instructed otherwise close and secure all gates at all times.

6.  �Keep vehicles to the edges of fields and away from pond banks.  Access fields only 
with ATV’s or 4-wheelers and when wet walk into all grounds.

7. 	Be wary of livestock and neighbors. Never shoot in the direction of any visible livestock 

       or residence. 

8.	 Unless otherwise noted, smoking on any property is prohibited, except in a closed          

       vehicle. 

9. 	�Remove all of your trash, including spent shells, dead birds and any other trash you 
find. Do not leave food scraps or spilled dog food on the grounds. Some properties 
specifically prohibit feeding on the grounds. 

10. 	Stay well-away from residences.

11. 	�Dead birds must be disposed of in plastic bags in approved trash containers or may be 
dropped at the main Test Grounds where they will be disposed of properly.

12.	� By entering any of these properties you acknowledge the risks inherent in outdoor 
sports whether such risks are apparent or hidden. All participants accept those risks 
and agree that they alone are responsible for the health and safety for themselves and 
others in their group. Participants, by their use of the properties, acknowledge that 
they hold the property owners, MARC, its officers and members harmless and free of 
any liability for any accidents, injuries or damage to their persons or vehicles. Entering 
any the properties is further subject to the participants’ agreement to be held fully 
responsible for any damage, accidental or otherwise, to the property and any animals, 
facilities, buildings or equipment located on the property.

13. 	�Enjoy these wonderful properties. But, please, be courteous to the State of California, 
the landowners and their neighbors.
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NW Camo is a home based business located in Eugene, Oregon.  We make Dog Training Products 
with a focus on Gun Dogs, Hunt Test, and Field Trial related products.  Our materials are sourced in 
the USA and our products are made in Oregon.  We are active participants in the hunt test community. 

Some of our products include: 
• Holding Blinds & Hunting Blinds
• Various Styles of Blind Markers
• Bumper Bags & Gear Bags
• Collars & Leashes
• Custom Size Chaps, Training & Handler Vests available
• Kennel Mats & Blankets
• Chair Caddies
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NW Camo is happy to be a sponsor of the 2023 Master Amateur Invitationals. We 
would like to congratulate all of the participants and wish you the best of luck in 
the test. We look forward to running our two young girls with you in this event.

                 
 

Stop by to see us while we are in Giddings.
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The professional  trainers from south Texas 
would like to wish all the handlers and their 

dogs the best of luck as they participate in the 
      2023 Master Amateur Invitational.
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• Training Property #1 •

Lamar Jones Property   Owner: Lamar Jones
Physical Address:  730 Reis Rd  West Point

GPS Coordinates:  29.88344 oN  97.02373 oW



• Training Property #2 •
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Water Mark Retrievers   Owner: Mary Tatum
Physical Address:  1138 PR 2103, Giddings

GPS Coordinates:  30.7576 oN,  97.02396 oW
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• Training Property #3 •

Circle K Ranch   Owner: Brett & Theresa Krause

Physical Address 1685 CR 480, Thrall

GPS Coordinates: 30.22285oN  97.12011oW



• Training Property #4A & B •
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Stellar Retrievers   Owner: Jack & Marta Morris
Property Description:  Two training areas, but can only accomodate one group per day.  Training 
group must decide if they want area A or area B.

Physical Address:  2686 Co Rd 213, Giddings

GPS Coordinates:  30.05647 oN,  97.01928 oW

Notes on property:  Go through the second gate.

Site A

Site B
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Marsh Dog Kennels   Owner: Mark Strickland
Physical Address: 1294 PR 2141,  Giddings

GPS Coordinates:  30.08203 oN,  96.94895 oW

Notes on property:  Entrance to Private Road property in the back.

• Training Property #5 •
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Skinner Property   Owner:  Cindy Skinner
Property Description:  100 acres, two technical ponds, one square pond, rolling terrain, 
     hay bales etc.

Physical Address:  1259 Walch Lane, Lexington

GPS Coordinates: 30.44031oN,  97.02753oW

• Training Property #6A •
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• Training Property #6B •

Skinner Property   Owner:  Cindy Skinner
Property Description:  100 acres, two technical ponds, one square pond, rolling terrain, 
     hay bales etc.

Physical Address:  1259 Walch Lane, Lexington

GPS Coordinates: 30.44031oN,  97.02753 o W
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Deepwood Acres   Owner: Bob & Nancy Neipert

Physical Address  1389 N Hwy 77, Lexington

GPS Coordinates:   30.5049 oN,  96.98544 oW

• Training Property #7 •



• Training Property #8 •
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Red Mark Kennels   Owner: Mark & Debbie Watson

Physical Address: 4520 West FM 696, Lexington

GPS Coordinates:  30.38726 oN   97.16330 oW



• Training Property #9 •
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Best Ranch   Owner: Rody & Kristen Best

Physical Address: 194 Stockdale Ranch Road, Paige

GPS Coordinates: 30.22285o N  97.12011oW
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Vision Retrievers   Owner: Clint Avant
  
Physical Address:  1157-1229 County Road 103, Giddings

GPS Coordinates:  30.19321oN   97.01595 oW

• Training Property #10 •
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Welcome to All 2021 Master Amateur Qualifiers–
You are Rooted in Performance!

RE Ranger   n    800-541-1405   n    www.randolphusa.com/re-ranger

LION COUNTRY SUPPLY
World’s Premier Hunting Dog Supplier®

www.lcsupply.com • 800-662-5202 

GOOD LUCK
TO ALL THE

2023 COMPETITORS.

WELCOME TO ALL THE QUALIFIERS
AT THE 2023 MASTER AMATEUR INVITATIONAL

              Steve Davis & Lee Hanes

We wish all Master Amateur Retriever Club participants the best of luck.
Travel safe and may all the dogs run straight.

                 Wagging Tail Farm
                     Dixie, Georgia 
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Welcome to All 2020-21 Master Amateur Qualifiers–
You are Rooted in Performance!

RE Ranger   n   800-541-1405   n   www.randolphusa.com/re-ranger

 
The Wiregrass Hunting Retriever Club of Georgia 
congratulates everyone who qualified for the
Sixth Annual Master Amateur Invitational.

Good luck and have fun!
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From the Steve Ferguson Memorial Retriever Grounds,
    Site of the 2021 Master Amateur Invitational,
        Mid Atlantic Hunt Retriever Club of Virginia sends
            CONGRATULATIONS AND BEST OF LUCK TO ALL QUALIFIERS!

Most Especially to our Own:
Baypoints Get the Duck Tuck, Tucker, David Hamel

Gaylan’s Brewed In The Abbey Of St Francis, Kilkee, Terrie Leafstedt
Hunter’s Orion, Star, Deb Hunter

Hunter’s Storm Warning in Effect, Gale, Doug Hunter
Rolling Hill’s Train Robber, Rob, Megan Meadows

Weebe Sawtooth’s Sic’emmore, Sawyer, Sean Rice
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(888) 311-Kent (5368) • www.kentgamebore.com

 

 

www.RetrieverNation.netwww.RetrieverNation.net
A blog for and about AKC Retriever Hunt Test Amateurs

Congratulations to All
Attending the 2018

Master Amateur Invitational

Congratulations to All
Attending the 2018

Master Amateur Invitational

Congratulations to All the
Qualifiers for the 2018 

Master Amateur Invitational

Randy Frager
Frager State Farm Insurance
Bus: 562-920-9688 • Cell: 714-865-1606 
www.rfragerinsurance.com
10751 South Street • Cerritos, CA 90703  

Proud Supporter
of the

2023 Master Amateur 
Invitational
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Congratula�ons and Best Wishes to all 
the exhibitors and event planners at 
the 2023 Master Amateur Hunt Test! 

Good Luck to ETRC’s 2023 qualifiers:  

¨ Alan Bruhin and Tennessee Cinnamon 
Fireball MH 

¨ Lois Luthenauer and Bear Country's Love 
on the Rox MH 

¨ Jeff Rader & Rader’s Charley Belle MH 
¨ Barbara Reed & Trinity’s Zoey Love MH 
¨ Mike Reed & Gator Pts Don’t Mess With 

My Toot Toot MH 

AKC Member Club 
MARC Club Founding Member 

MNRC Club Member 
www.etrclub.org 

from your friends in the from your friends in the 
Black Creek Retriever ClubBlack Creek Retriever Club

Albany, NYAlbany, NY

Congratulations Congratulations 
andand

Good Luck!!Good Luck!!
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Ed Sullivan, Jane Sullivan, Barbara Lindtner, 
Tom Jackson, Jack CombsFrankie Pendergast,  Lee Hanes, Steve Davis, 

Betsy Fritz, Jane Sullivan, Ed Sullivan

Congratulations to all 
of the Dog/Handler Teams 

that qualified for 
this year's event!

Good Luck to Everyone 
running the seventh 

Master Amateur 
Invitational in 
Giddings, Texas!
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GOOD LUCK

Gina and Pierce
Blitch

Buckhead’s Sporting Duke, QAA, MH, MNH 2013, 2014, 2016, Master Amateur 2017
Buckhead’s Daisy Cutter MH, MNQ 2015

Dolan’s Hurricane Kate MH, MNQ 2021, Master Amateur 2021

58  |  20I8  MAI 

Thank You to the Landowners!

For pre-National Training and Test Grounds for the Second Annual Invitational

Alan Allmon
Mike Brown

David Callis
Bobby Hayden

David & Deana Wolfe
Dale Yelton

Robert & Barbara Hayden

Welcome
To All 
Qualifiers!

Memphis, TN  •  877-245-9113  •  www.BuckGardner.com

  
 

 

Good Luck 
At The

2023 MAI!

            
    

         
  

          
  

!         
  

!" #$$ "% !&' &#()$'*+ #() )",+ -( 
!&' 2023  MASTER AMATEUR !



 
   54 |  2023 MASTER AMATEUR INVITATIONAL



GIDDINGS, TEXAS  | 55

• Advertiser Index •

Avery Sporting Dog. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             2

Best Retrievers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  30

Black Creek Retriever Club. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       51

Gina & Pierce Blitch.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             53

Bryan-College Station Retriever Club . . . . . . . . . . .            34

Buck Gardner.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   53

Cripple Creek Retrievers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        35

Dave & Vicki Christianson. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        15

Dianne & Randy Clark.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           49

Steve Davis & Lee Hanes.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        47

Dawgonit Retrievers.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            35

Dog Star. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                        29

Dogtra . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                         25

East Tennessee RC.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              51

Rob Ehlers & Betsy Pohl . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         50

Frankie’s Group . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 52

Garmin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                         43

John Gerbino & Associates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      21

Gun Dog Supply.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                51

Gunners Up . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                    25

Hunting Retriever Club . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         29

Kent Cartridge . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  50

Lee Industries, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              19

Lion Country Supply . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            47

Lone Star Retrievers. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            35

Lucky Lab Pins – Brenda Neil . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    48

2024 Master Amateur Retriever Club.. . . . . . . . . . .           23

Marin Retriever Club . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            30

Master National Retriever Club . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  26

NW Camo. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  32 & 33

Potomac Valley GRC.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            52

Purina . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                          56

Retriever News/Entry Express . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   24

Saltgrass Retrievers.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             35

Tallahassee Retriever Club . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      52

Texas Duck Dogs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               35

Thank You to our Sponsors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      8

 Thank You to our Landowners. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   11

The Retriever Coach.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            13

Tulsa Retriever Club. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             26

Up Close Photo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                19

Wiregrass Retriever Club . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        48

Yadkin River RC .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                28

Zinger Winger . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  54



   56 |  2023 MASTER AMATEUR INVITATIONAL

From your friends and partners at Purina Pro Plan
The exclusive dog food of the 2023 Master Amateur

GOOD LUCK
 TO THE DOGS COMPETING AT THE

2023 MASTER AMATEUR INVITATIONAL

ProPlanSport.com
EXCLUSIVELY AT PET SPECIALTY AND ONLINE RETAILERS

Purina trademarks are owned by Société des Produits Nestlé S.A.

®

®

0281815

Breeder

2023 Sporting Print Ad - Black Lab

Trim: 7.5" x 10"

03.23.2023

carol.wease@purina.nestle.com
FULL PAGE – 7.5" x 10"


